
“Conscience vs. The Holy Spirit,”
2 Corinthians 1:12-24

What is our conscience?

“con” means __________.  “science” means ________________.

Rom. 2:14-15

• Paul’s conscience:  here, Acts 23:1, 24:16; 2 Tim. 1:3;        
Rom. 9:1

• Scripture’s appeal to our conscience:  Rom. 13:5; 1 Tim. 1:5; 
3:9; 1 Peter 2:19, 3:16

• Old Testament Law could not cleanse the conscience:   
Hebrews 9:9, 9:14, 10:22, 13:18

• Weak conscience:  1 Cor. 8:7-12; 10:23-28
• Defiled, wrecked, seared conscience:  1 Tim. 1:5, 1:19, 4:2

The Holy Spirit:
• seals us, is in our hearts, a pledge (2 Cor. 1:22)
• restrains (2 Thess. 2:6-8)
• convinces of righteousness and judgment (John 16:7-11,           

2 Cor. 4:3-4)
• regenerates (Titus 3:5)
• anoints and indwells (1 John 2:27)
• baptizes us in him
• sanctifies us (1 Thess 4:3-4)
• illuminates Scripture for believers (1 Cor. 2:14)  
• is needed because we are dulled by sin (Heb. 5:11) and veiled 

by Satan (2 Cor. 4:3-4)
• comforts and advocates (paraclete, John 13-17)
• bears witness that we are children of God (Rom. 8:16)
• does all of this as an earnest or pledge (here, also 5:5,         

Eph. 1:13-14)
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