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1. Paul first came to Corinth in 
the spring of a.d. 51 and 
ministered there for one and one-
half years. He sailed in the fall of 
a.d. 52 with Priscilla and Aquila 
to Ephesus where they remained 
while Paul continued on to 
Jerusalem. At Ephesus, Priscilla 
and Aquila met Apollos whom 
they instructed and subsequently 
sent to Corinth for a period of 
ministry (Act_18:18-28).

2. While Apollos ministered in Corinth 
(Act_19:1) in the fall of a.d. 53 Paul 
returned to Ephesus on his third 
missionary journey. Paul remained there 
for two and one-half years, establishing 
it as a center for evangelizing the 
surrounding provinces as well 
(Act_19:1-41). The letter mentioned in 
1Co_5:9 (a letter misunderstood by the 
Corinthians [1Co_5:9-11] and now lost) 
was probably written during the early 
stages of this Ephesian ministry.

3. Paul learned of the 
misunderstanding and of additional 
problems in the Corinthian church 
from members of the household of 
Chloe (1Co_1:11). He then received an 
official delegation in the form of 
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus 
(1Co_16:17), who brought 
corroborating news and specific 
questions on issues dividing the 
church. First Corinthians, Paul’s 
second letter to the church, was written 
to address these matters.

4. But apparently the problems in the 
church were still not resolved. It is 
possible that Timothy (cf. 1Co_4:17; 
1Co_16:10) was the bearer of this 
news. Paul then decided to pay the 
church a second visit, sailing directly 
from Ephesus to Corinth. This, it 
seems, was the “painful visit” referred 
to in 2Co_2:1, apparently because of 
the action of the man mentioned in 
2Co_2:5 and 2Co_7:12 and the failure 
of the Corinthians to support Paul.

6. After a riot provoked by 
silversmiths (Act_19:23-41) Paul 
left Ephesus in the spring of a.d. 
56, bound for Macedonia 
(Act_20:1) with a preliminary stop 
in Troas where he hoped to 
rendezvous with Titus (2Co_2:13) 
and receive news from him about 
the situation in Corinth. Because 
he could not find Titus there, he 
anxiously pushed on to 
Macedonia, apparently with grave 
concern about Titus’ safety 
(2Co_7:5-6). There he met Titus, 
who brought good news about the 
general well-being of the 
Corinthian church but bad news 
about a group opposed to Paul.

7. From Macedonia Paul wrote 
a fourth letter, 2 Corinthians.

8. Paul then made his 
third visit to Corinth 
during the winter of 
a.d. 56-57 (Act_20:2-
3).
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5. After this visit and Paul’s return 
to Ephesus he sent a third letter to 
the Corinthians (now lost, like the 
first) borne by Titus. It grieved 
Paul deeply to write this 
(2Co_2:3-4) because of its stark 
disciplinary nature (2Co_7:8-9).
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Purpose
David K. Lowery says the purpose of Paul writing 2 Corinthians were the false teachers in the Corinthian church who claimed to be 
apostles.  There is wide debate about who these false teachers were:  Hellenistic Jews, Stephen from Palestine or Timothy from the 
diaspora; Gnostic or Docetic heretics; Palestinian Jews claiming to be apostles, and trying to bolster Jerusalem apostles.  

“Probably an unequivocal portrait of these opponents will never exist, but there is no disputing the havoc they wreaked in the 
Corinthian church and the heartaches they brought Paul. Though it is only in the final chapters of 2 Corinthians that Paul challenged 
them frontally, their influence pervades the entire letter in its threefold development.”
1. Paul discusses his ministry in relation to the Corinthians and pointedly rebuts accusations against his ministry and travel plans.
2. The collection for the poor in Jerusalem that the Corinthians had failed carry through (8:1-24, 9:1-15).
3. Final four chapters defend Paul's apostleship and denounce those who oppose him and Christ.  “Above all else, Paul’s 
identification with Christ marks this letter. His affirmation to the Galatians, “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal_2:20), is 
graphically portrayed in 2 Corinthians 10-13.”

Unity
Lowery:  “All of Paul’s letters have 
sections which digress or are 
discontinuous, but in no letter is this 
tendency so evident as in 2 
Corinthians. The circumstances under 
which it was composed likely 
contributed to this but that has not 
satisfied the numerous advocates 
who find interpolations rife in 2 
Corinthians.”  He notes five 
interpolations, and then concludes:
“While the sections noted are 
problematic, the proposed resolutions 
and the resulting truncated letter are 
even more so. No explanation of how 
the fragmented lot emerged to form 
canonical 2 Corinthians has found 
even minimal acceptance. That, 
coupled with the fact that not a shred 
of manuscript evidence exists to 
support any interpolation, produces a 
burden no theory can reasonably 
bear. Thus 2 Corinthians has a 
cohesive (though digressive) unity.”
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